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g F‘ISt of all I would Itke to offer my sUpport for the candtdat’:y of Stave: Satchell for the '
MlQI‘OSOﬂ AntteTrust Compllance Comirnittae. Mr. Satchelt seems to have all of the r‘equnsnte :

.experience and. knowledgé ta do the job alohg wtth the’ mtestinal fort:tude to take On Mtarosoft lf ,
need be T don 1 belteve there is.a better choice! ’

: Secondly I w0uld Inke 10. Voice my ijecttons to the proposed setttement offer.- Tms offer
s a besmally a capttuta’uon t0. Microsoft. There is ho-effective barner m the agreement to:
Mtcmsoft continuing’ theur current practlces Let me: explaln

: MICY’OSOﬂ argues thatthey must be allowed to contmue to mtegrate thelr appllcattons
mto thelr operatlng systerm. What.will the u(tlmaté result of this be? Microsaft's coriplete
“-dommination of the software-business- both opérating: systems and’ apphcattons This. will be
accompttshed by mcorporatmg all-of the Microsoft appltcattons into the operating syster.. Smca
" most non-technical users have httte idea.howto elirminate programs from their computers the
_‘mere: abtltty i5 not énough - the- user should-have the opttons presented 10 them iri'a forthrtght
and direct mannerforctng the customer to make chaices - -¢ither Microsoft or someone else. | -
L am currently forced to-use: Mtcrosoft Word-to be- compattbte with the rest of the world ~ |'would
:rather use sbmmhmg glse as| dearly.hate’ the way thé program works Alas, | cai't s Microsoft
has become the. défault word- -processar.of the world with the: notable- exCeptton of banks and law
B fmns It would seem.. ‘How did this happen — whenaver you’ bought f new computer a few years
“rago-Microsoft Office was nearly always$ offered as a.nio. or low-cost.option - and.nearly everyone .
100K it. The result is.that Microsoft no |onger has any. effeottve tompetition In:the; ‘productivity”
* software'arena and Office is 1o longer frae — in fact it quite’ expensive. Do you think' they will
back off from this:type: of business tachc not as long as the sun shtnes and the blrds ehtrp'

. Another issue-! have with the ptoposed settlement Is the restnctmns that are placed on .
the enttttes with which Microsoft must shaté their API's. ; In the Bxplanations | ave sesdn of the .
proposed settlement these éntities are restrtcted to "comrhemtal“ ventures, implying for-prot‘ it
status Thls |s stmply wrong and way ton restrtctlve, & beheve that to be tru)y effecttve the parttes
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s wum whom Mlcrcsoﬂ should share thelr API s ahd the hke should be broadly defned maybe

K somethlng like “any- pariy or eritity that’ could: potentially benefit from suCh mformatlon" +In bther:
R ,words this mformatuon should: essent:ally be in the publtc domain.. .

. 5 couid go on and on about the questnonabie and underhanded tactics: Mlcrosoft has.used. .-
- “over the vears {o furthier their monopoly but | think you see my point. This'is a corhpany that will
.. stopat nothihg to completely dominate the software industry = and now they have their sights set -
. onmyindustry ~ the Internet: It would'indeed be a shame if this oppdrtunity to rain in this out-of-"
". contfol baliemoth were: squandered, The Justice Department fought a good-fight untll the
.. ‘proposed settlement please-dont make the same mistake that formerPresident Bush made in-
“Ilraq and stop. the war before its. Objectlve has been reached ‘March on Redmond. and don't:stop
_until-the: scoundrels are cornered and say unclel Then you.need to. keep a close eye on them 10
., - make sure that they mmd their ps and q's; '
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